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STORY & ART CHAPTER ONE:

FRAN
MILL]:R

LOGO DESIGN
STEVE MILLER
& CYNTHIA JOH)















I
BUT THE

CAPTAIN
ESN'T







NIGHT. THE SUMMER

WIND BLOWS cooL ||

OFF THE AEGEAN

TRANING
CAN MAKE A MAN
A GOOL WARRIOR
--BUT A GREAT.
WARRIOR 15 CRAFTED
BY THE GOLS.

PEFE/V:EZL‘JS THE
RAWNY ST/CHK HE'D

SHARPENED

IT WAS
" JOKE.
70y MAS




THE BOY.
--PIWNVED B RAISED
BY THE UN- HIS S77CK.
FORGIVING
ROCK.







IT HAS BEEN

GRIPS HIM,

NO. NOT FEAR. ONLY
A RESTLESSNESS, A
HEIGHTENED SENSE
OF THINGS. THE ROCKY
S0/L BENEATH HIS

BREATH/NG OF THE

THREE HUNDRED 8OYS
IN HIS CHARGE--READY
10 F &

NOW,AS THEN, A
BEAS7 APPROACHES,
PATIENT, CONFIDENT,

ARMY, VAST BEY
IMAGINING, READ

T0 DEVOUR TINY
GREECE--T0 SNUFF
OHT THE WORLD'S

VUST/ICE.

THE BEAST
APPROACHES
“-AND IT WAS
KING LEONID.
HIMSELF WHO
Pkm{ﬂx[o

I

BARELY A
YEAR




[

\
UNINVITED [=
GUEST. =

OUR WOMEN
HAVE A PER-
FUME You'LL

GREEK
ARROGANCE
IT WILL BE
THE DEATH

LEQNIDAS CAN
SAVEIT.

T SUPPOSE
WE DON'T WANT
ANYBODY SAYING




MARKETPLACE
CEASE.

—

f| crreLy A
YEAR AGO

S/VE |T SHAKES
THE EARTH WITH

ALL THE

LOVERS FOLIND
THAT KIND OF

. AFTER ALL, WE SPARTANS
HAVE OUR REPUTAT/ON TO




PERSIAN OR
GREEK --NO MAN
THREATENS A
MESSENGER!
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CHAPTER TWO:

MILLER

COLOR

VARLY

LOGO DESIGN
STEVE MILL
& CYNTHIA,

* PUBLICA!



NO. NO SLEEP
TONIGHT. NOT
FOR THE A/NG,

100 RESTLESS.
EAGER AS A
YOUTH--EAGER
AS A BEARDLESS,
WET-NOSED
CADET-- FOR
BaT7LE.

BATTLE, STILL

AND SP[AR AND
D AND BONE AND
FLESH AND BLOOD.

EVERY SPARTAN--

H. T
KING LEONIDAS BEEN
SO_ROUNDLY
THWARTED.

THWARTED --BY
A FOE WHO SQUATS

IS THAT HE HAS

So W 0 L7 a5 Some

SACRIFICE GUUTTONOUS
ATHEN/AN.







IT LOOKS
HEAVY. YOU
CARRY IT.

THE EAHORS.
PRIESTS TO
THE OLD 6ODS.




MOST MASSIVE 4
ARMY EVER WE WILL USE
ASSEMBLED. OUR SUPERIOR

FIRST
THINGS F/RST,
LEONIDAS




NS* L
WITH A GREAT A

YIELDING CLIFE THEY
WILL SHAT7ER

EACH ADVANCE.

WE MUST
ULT THE

E EPHORS CH
T ST BEAUTIFUL OF
RIALE 0 LIVE
L HEM AS
REMNANTS THEM ORACLE.
OF THE OL.
TIME--BEFOR
LYKOURGOS
THE LA
ER Joul
K AS HELL.

E
GIVER coulL
NOT 2EFY.




THE CLIMB
DOWN IT'S
HARDER
POMPOULS,
INBRED.
WORTHLESS.
DISEASED.

EMPIRE,

WHEN SPAR7A BURNS - - YOU
WILL BA7HE N GOLD. FRESH
ORACLES WILL BE DELIVERED
TO YoU--LAILY--FROM
EVERY CORNER OF THE

55’
N

“J
A

)




SPARTA.
THE NEXT
MORNING,

LEONIDAS HAS
BARELY SYRAPPED
UP HIS SANDAI

WHEN THE c‘au/vm
1S UPON

VOICES HL)SHED

GOOD KING
THE OFACLE
HAS SPOKEN .
THE EPHORS

AND I /NS/ST
E YOUR

ALL THREE HANO,
CALL ME PRO-
TECTIVE.

NORTH. THE H#O7"

GATES. THIS EXPLAINS

YOUR EI/Y////J'/ v}
LAST NIG

SPARTA

WE'D NEVER
DOUBT YOUR WORZ

IS 1T YOU INTEND'
T0 ALKz

COME BACK WITH
YOUR SHIELD--OR
W T

'wapﬁyf, my
LOVE "
DOESN' T SAY 17 8

JNL\( THE HARD
D S7TRONG
MAV CALL
THEMSELVES
SPARTANS.

ONLY THE HARD.

ONLY THE
STRONG .




DAXOS AL oE SRS
Placios i 75 Ol URPRISES,
SURPRISE. S LEONIDAS /

HE WILL

NEVER

SEE HER

AGAIN NoIsy
4?(40/4!”4’

Wlm Nmsv
COMPLAINTS.

HE WILL NEVER
SEE SPARTA
N




\

THE DOZENS. 2

SOME BY THE HUN- JOKE. THEY EVEN

DREPS, CITIZEN- LAUSH ou T LoUL
LDIERS. FREED .

/“‘ SEVEN










LET THE OFHERS SCURRY
FOR COVER. WE RUSH TO
BEAR W/TNESS.

ZEWS STABS THE
SKY WITH THUN-
PERBOLTS.

--AND BATTERS

THE SEA WITH

HWURRICANE
WIND.

&= roscEiLON
& RISES,RUDELY
AWAKENED,
FURIOUS, HIS
SURF CLAWING
AT THE S74RS.
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STORY & ART CHAPTER THREE:
MILLER

LOGO DESIGN
STEVE MILLE
& cvnmlmn



WE N
SPARTANS. Y
WILL DESTROY )

ou




IF WE ARE
SMALL
OR PUNY
ORSICKLY
OR MIS-
SHAPEWN,
WE ARE
o/s-
CARDED.

QR

WE ARE STARVEL,
/VEN TO

S7EAL AND
FIGHT AND AILL.

BY ROO AND
IASIZ_WE ARE

TRAINED To
SHOW NO
PAIN.

—

OUR TRAINING
NEVER ENDS. - <
PDAXOS.
n i
WE ARE LY, FOR AN |
pakSans, ARCADIAN. _4

ARE yOU
LIKING THIS,
SPARTANZ

| BE 20
I\ RIGHT Now,
\ SPARTAN?

MY BOXS WILL MEET |
HIM AT THE WALL.

THEY'LL SHOW HIM A




OR PERHAPS HE
WONDERS WHY
‘T

HE HASN
HEARD FROM
HIS Scow7s.




tokmvko/ m
L]

--THE SLAVES
OF XERXES
APVANCE.




BLESSED SFARTANS !

RIGHT UP
THEIR CAMEL-
CALLUSED FATHER.! BELOVED
BACk - MOTHER ! YOU WILL
S/IOES.) SEE THAT You WERE
5 RIGHT!

SPARTANS! THAT
LISTEN--AND PALTRY ODOZEN
LEARN! oL SLEW--THEY
NOTHING

ATXER-
XES.THESE

HILLS SWARM
A WITH LR

S

ARE
2

oS
SPINS HIS [P g
TORIES. |,

ABOUT THE
LIMPICS.
OLD MAN W
HIS EVERY BONE
HY

THE o7 LﬂE[A N'V"}I'(:,(W
ares. I - 3 S < K
(2 e‘ THI A IS - < HIS WALKIN

. o : OF ORY ST

N\

THE AEGEAN
BREEZE STILL
CARRIES LAST

CARF




OUR PHOCLIAN
ALLIES BUILT
THE WALL

WE SPARTANS
SUPPLIED THE
MORTAR.

. DIZZY NOW, HIS KNEES
QUAKING, THE OLD MAN BEGGED
THE DELEGATES OF CORINTH -
OF MYAONOS -- OF NAXOS-- /.,
k OF THIRA. \\——
? CHANCE --b)
; FORE ANNIH/-
LATION.

0L, YOU TEST
MY PATIENCE.




AND THE OLD

AT ALL ASSEMBLEL,
HIS VOICE RISING TO A
LION'S ROAR
THAT RATTLED THE
VERY STOMES.!

&
HE BELLOWED.

NOT JLAVES, NO. YOUR <

IT'S NOT YOURS
ANYMORE . NEITHER
IS THE WHIR

‘EVERY A
& RUN BACK
10 YOUR MASTER.
TELL HIM HE
FACES FREE
MEN--NOT
SLAVES.




e Py
LET THEIR ARROWS
STAY out wx/ﬁh’f
CHAR

Mm WE'VE
EOT IS LIM/TED,
KING LEOM[/ AS
ARE ONLY A FEW
W OF US.

WE'LL BE OUT
OF ELINS
AFTER THEIR FIRS
CHARGE .

HAVE mE MEN

FOUND ANY RuuTE
TH H TH
mw
BAK/\”

WE'LL BRING
YOU FRESH
f SPEARS BY THE
flloﬂ.fANDS
PERS 1

NOT ONE FORGIVE THE
EPCLOSES APTAIN. HE'S A
MONSTER > SOLLO/ER--

LT A BIT SHORT
u‘H MANNERS.

IAM EPHIALTES.
BORN OF JPART

FATHER BECAME A
SHEPHERD --BUT
HE TAUGHT ME THE

WARR/IORS WAY.




LAY AND
NIGHT MY FATHER
TRAINED ME--TO FEEL

A
PART OF ME AS MY
OWN BEATING
HEART.

RECLAIM MY
FAMILY'S
HONOR!

AS FAR UP AS
You CAN.

YOUR FATHER SROLLD'VE
TAUGHT YOU HOW OUR
A X WORKS. WE
FIGHT AS A SINGLE,
IMPENETRABLE UN/T.
THAT'S THE SOURCE
OF OUR STRENGTH.

TERS. FROM THIGH
TO MECK, EPHIALTES.

—
You CAN'T HOLD

YOUR SHIELD
HIGH ENOUGH

TM SORRY, MY
FRIEND. I CAN'T
USE You

YOU WERE
WRONG.




DISPATCH
THE AWOCIANS
TO THAT GOAT

PATH--AND PRAY
TO THE GODS THAT

--SAVORING
THE MEAL TO
COME.

--50 MASSIVE
1T SHAKES THE
EARTH WITH
ITS MARCH.

WNO, CAPTAIN. THAT'S
NO FARTHRUAKE!

IS7 BEYOND
IMAGINING
--POISED TO PEVOUR
TINY GREECE--

HOPE FOR
REASON AND
JUSTICE.




l.%w,& /' m |
Sé”("‘w
I ' {Qj

/77‘7»7 7
/¢
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CHAPTER FOUR:

IS‘TORMKRT
MILLBR ‘.

COLOR

LOGO DESIGN » o
STEVE MILLER
& CYNTHIA ;romis




* | HEARTS JONEO
IN SILENT SONG -~




R
JOINED - FUSED--A

SINGLE CREATURE--

INOIVISIBLE, IMPEN-

ETRABLE, UN~-
STOPA

z
548,




S --AND
KEEF PUSHING.
No
PRISONERS.
NO
MERCY.

A




S 9 -
/
\\ HAS EVER P = @
%\\ KNOWN.
S =
AR WL v,




OR SEEK AN INSTANT'S

RELIEF FROM THE KILN-

HOT BRONZE OF OUR
HELMETS.

NO CHANCE TO CATCH OUR

BREATH. NO TIME TO

SLOW OLR POUNDING
HEARTS.

WITH HIM




B

COWARD.

N/

GOOD. I'VE GOT A FLANHING
/ MANEUVER N MIND FOR THEM
-AND I WANT THEM FAGER. TELL
DAXOS TO_HAVE THEM SOBER AND
READY FOR THE NEXT CHARGE.
WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, GET THEIR
HELP PILING THE CORPSES ONTO
A THAT MOUND. STACK THEM
OUR HELMETS “ LOOK NOW-
( THERE 'S AN
EXCITED YOUNG
FELLOW..

PERSIANS MAYBE  ON | [RELAX. IF
APPROACH, MY | THEY FEEL. THEY AS-
LORD.A SMALL\ LIXE A PTA SASSINATE
CONTINGENT- - 3 ‘RE ME, ALL
TOO SMALL FOR .| |SAPIRTA
AN ATTACK. GOES TO
WAR.

2 %
(N
i)
7 \\wﬁ}’%ﬂl
PRAY THEY'RE | |BESIDES, THERE'S D

A |THAT STUP/O. | [NO REASON WE CAN
8 IPRAY WE'RE BE C/VIL, |S THERE 7.
THATLHCAY. —







WOULT
ET

A REGRE
WASTE--1T

NOTHIN;

R

MADNESS - -1\
) v

ENOUGH
JAR(ASMPA}Y@

IT'S NOT THE
ISH THEY
i

.
\T IS MY OIVINE
POWER. BU )/ 1AM

LR £O6/C. 1 SUG
| EMPLOY |
T

C
IROPE. YOUFR

ATHENIAN R/VALS |
0 ! fi

KN R
WOMEN. T MIGHT
WELL HAVE

1AM GENEROAS,

1 AN WRATHFLL.

/ILL ERASE EVE
IEMORY




HE'LL TAKE THE
BAIT. HE WZLL.




7E.
LIEST F/GHTING
CE INALL AS/A.

i
E
BEST HE HAS AT







BRAWLERS THAN
WARR/gR:,







THE ATHENIAN
FLEET
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STORY & ART A CHAPTER FIVE:

COLOR

VARLEY

LOGO DESIGN
STEVE MILLER
& CYNTHIAJ}OHNS






UPON_US. THE AR-
M/ES OF ALLAS/A.

FUNNELEPD INTO
THIS NARROW
CORRIDOR, THEIR
NUMBERS COLINT

FOR NOTHINNG.

HE REPRIMANCS

HIS GENERALS.

HE DISPATCHES

S &
FROM HALF THE |-
WORLD AWAY,
THEY ARE STU-
PID, ELUMSY
BEASTS.

PERSIAN DE4D ar
SR




[EARING THE
DEATH RATTLE
OF HIS OWN YOUNG
SON, THE CAPTAIN
BREAKS RANK.
HE GOES WILD.
BLOOD ORUNK.

CRUEL
LEONIDAS
DEMANDED
THAT you
STAND.

I WANT A
UNIFORM.

3.
/7--AND IT WILL BE
YOUR'S.




XERXEY REPEATS HIS

RE TO FACE BRAVE
OLIR MIGHTIEST ALLY,
THE HARSH, PROUD TERRAIN OF
GREECE MERSELF,

THE PERSIANS STAUMBLE
FROM THEIR CROWDED SHIPS, OER
LEGS MPED, THEIR SOFT FEET
RECO/
THE SNAPPING, STABBING,
UNDERBRUSH.

THEY LOOKED HP--
S 34 K,

£AC
HEARrs LURCHING
UP THEIR THROATS.
RMORED ME
cw\mrp AT mEM

A FUL.
FROM A n/u. M/IE
DISTANT/




W UNOONE, 1 TELL You!
DESTROYED! A HUNCHBACK
7;4/701? HAS LED XERXES'
us

A
HAVE YOU GONE
MAD?P THER
No 6eomYy TO BE
HAD MOW./ ONLY
RETREAT -- OR
SURRENOER -
OR DEATH?

THAT'S AN £ASY CHOICE
FOR WS, ARCADIAN! SPAR-
TANS NEVER RETREAT!
SPARTANS NEVER
SURRENOER!

GO! SPREAD THE

THE 60DS FAVOR US.
COME TOMORROW, WE
LIGHT A A7R& THAT

A NEW AGE IS
BEGUN.AN AGE OF GREAT

WE'RE W/TH
You, SIR. TO THE
DEATH,




THAT YoU ARE.
BUT You HAVE A
TALENT UNLIKE ANY
OTHER SPARTAN. YoU
WILL DELIVER MY FINA

WILL MAKE EVERY
GREEK KIVOW.
WHAT HAPPENED
HERE.

NONE THAT
NEED BE
SPOKEN.

I'VE 60T

A

Hi

1 Wy Famiy
75 THINK
8O

LOOKING
AT US LIKE
WE'

SPARTANS.
READY YOUR

| sreascrasr

AND EAT
HEARTY--







AND THE
LIKE THE PHOCIANS
DID THERE'S N
NEED 10
THEM




--AND INTO THE

| DEPTHS OF A
MONSTERS
WRETCHED JOML.

NUNGRY FOR

REVENGE--
THIRST Y FOR
SPARTAN 8LOOO--
iy 2
% . < THE /MMOR-
g - 3 7ALS CLOSE
& 2 IN FOR THE
f wlLe.
W )







comPLI-
MENTS--AND MY

ONGRATULATIONS.

A S NEL

YOU FIGHT FOR
CANDS 7 NEEFP THEM!
RTA 7 S L
R BEFORE!
e
LISTEN
,







IT HAS BEEN
MORE THAN
FORTY YEARS
M) V\’E THE
LﬁAND THE
WINTER €COLO.

NOW, AS THEN, IT IS NOT
FEAR THAT GRAP}H\M.

ONLY A RESTLE.
NESS, A HEIGHTENED
SENSE OF THINGS.

THE SEABORNE 3?;525 cooLLy
KISSING THE SHVEAQT AT HIS
CHEST AND /Vi(l(. GHLLS AW
ING, COMPLA, #’6

THEY FEAST ON ZHOUSAM

OF FLOATING DEAD.

MOMENT\ PAuSE EVERY
ONE OF

A

THEY THINK THEY
KNOW WHAT THAT
MEANS







&, | 3
y N AND HIS A
TARGET
% IS FAR .
N HIS HELMET N 4 wAay: k&
8 wass7reLvs. L .
T NARROWE D FE HI S
HIS VISTON. g 12 B

—
















vl ¢; Y
t\l‘3
T \M
i\ 4 AR

GO TELL THE
SPARTANS,
PASSERBY:




DOWN THEIR LIVES,
NOT JUST FOR

OUR SHORES.

FROM OLIR
SHORES -~

THE BARBARIANS

0045, SHEER TERROR
TIGHT T+ ARTS

COMMANDING THIRT Y THOU-
SAND FREE GREEKS!

CAPTAIN
pnros

SPINS HIS
STORIES.

R C
8l THE INVADER FROM

THE ONE
ABOUT THE

HOT GATES.

IN THE
JATERS OF
SALAM
ATHENIAN SEAFARW&
MASTERY LED THE
UNITED GREEH
NAVY 10 SHATTER
THE PERSIAN
ARMADA!

22 AT, GIVE TH: A/wr.r, ME/V,
TO LEONIPAS AND HIS BRAVE /i
THREE HENORED -~
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